Millionaire Lottery supporters help deliver best of health to British Columbians
Funding life-saving medical equipment

Supporting Vancouver General Hospital
Vancouver General Hospital (VGH),
UBC Hospital and GF Strong Rehab Centre
serve all British Columbians, providing
highly specialized care for adults facing
the most serious illnesses and injuries.
Patients are referred to VGH for the
highest level of care in the province.

As a ﬁrst-time mom-tobe, Catharine Martin did
a lot of preparing before
the birth of her son, Dylan.
What she didn’t anticipate
was her own two-year
health struggle. But
specialized medical teams
at Vancouver General
Hospital (VGH) were ready
to help, and saved her life –
not once, but twice.

When you purchase tickets for VGH &
UBC Hospital Foundation’s Millionaire
Lottery, you help support the areas
of greatest needs at our hospitals.
Following are a few examples of what
lottery contributions are being used for,
and how patients will benefit:
• Gynecology Neoprobe System: used
for the diagnosis and treatment of
gynecologic cancers and related
diseases, this system allows surgeons
to reliably detect and remove
cancerous cells while preserving
healthy tissue.

In January 2005, shortly after
delivering a healthy baby boy, a
rare, life-threatening complication
called Acute Fatty Liver of Pregnancy
(ALFP) caused Catharine’s major
organs to shut down. She lapsed
into a coma and suffered a series of
frightening events including liver,
kidney, and respiratory failure.
She was brought to VGH for the
specialized care she needed. After
weeks in the hospital, some of it in
Intensive Care, Catharine was finally
reunited with her newborn.
The young mother’s health, however,
did not return as anticipated. For
the next 18 months she struggled
to hold down food; her strength
waned. Something was still very
wrong. “I was a new mom, and
couldn’t even look after my baby,”
Catharine explained. “I wasn’t able to
breastfeed, my hair fell out. I was sick
several times a day – every day.”
In May 2006, after experiencing
severe symptoms, Catharine was
back at VGH, under the care of
gastroenterological specialist
Dr. Michael Byrne. Concerned she
may have pancreatic cancer, Dr. Byrne

• Post-Surgery Patient Monitoring
System: this wireless technology
system allows continuous surveillance
of up to 40 high-risk patients at
one time. The system will be used
to monitor the condition of patients
after surgery. When a systemmonitored patient is in any kind of
distress, alarms will be sent directly
to the pagers of doctors or nurses,
so they can respond to the patient’s
bedside immediately.

Emergency Nurse Practitioner, Monique McLaughlin (left) is part of the team at VGH’s Emergency Department that provides life-saving care to
B.C.’s most critically ill or injured patients.

• Patient-Related Health Research: In addition to
providing care for patients, many of our doctors
also conduct health research, which brings benefits
directly to patients. Each year, lottery funds help
support research. A recent example is a project
led by Dr. Don Griesdale from the Department of
Anaesthesia at VGH. He is leading an investigation
and comparison of two methods of placing
breathing apparatus in critically-ill patients.

If you bought tickets for the 2010 Millionaire
Lottery, not only did you play in BC’s biggest home
lottery; you also helped save lives.
To make a donation or for more information
about VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation, visit
www.worldclasshealthcare.ca or call 604.875.4676
or 1.877.875.4676.

Special Thanks
Catharine Martin, a past patient at VGH, pictured here with son Dylan, is thrilled the hospital now has the Endoscopic Ultrasound System (EUS) equipment that helped
specialists diagnose her condition and enable her to regain her health. This technology was purchased from lottery ticket sales proceeds and other hospital donations.

arranged to use a specialized piece
of equipment at another hospital –
an Endoscopic Ultrasound System
(EUS) – to perform a detailed scan.
As a result of what he learned, he
was able to make the diagnosis that
put an end to her suffering. It wasn’t
cancer; it was pancreatitis – severe
inflammation which didn’t show up
on previous tests. With the help of

EUS technology, Dr. Byrne was able to
help Catharine regain her health.
Recently, thanks in part to Millionaire
Lottery ticket sales, VGH was able to
purchase its own EUS. Now Dr. Byrne
and his colleagues in the Division of
Gastroenterology will be able to help
even more patients.
Proceeds from Millionaire Lottery
ticket sales support the areas of

greatest need at our hospitals
including the purchase of new,
potentially life-saving technology
such as the EUS, development of
innovative surgical techniques, and
investment in groundbreaking medical
research for cures and treatments.
If you bought tickets for our hospital
lottery, thank you.

On behalf of all of the doctors, nurses and patients at our hospitals who beneﬁt from your generosity, VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation offers its own sincere gratitude.
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